
 
Figs were certainly in evidence at the meeting on Thursday 11

th
 September in the Café Pluche! 

Then again, so were squashes, courgettes, leeks, tomatoes in variety, jams and chutneys, not to 

mention some lovely late summer flowers and foliage. 

Past meetings this summer 

I began the session with a brief review of our picnic in June and our outing in July, giving some 

feedback on the subsequent Questionnaire which had been completed by members. Your 

committee looked carefully at these replies and, although only 21 members had returned 

responses, some common strands did emerge, as a result of which some changes will be made 

to the trip plans for next year. The main change will be that the trip will take place in May. 

Consideration will also be given to trip destinations in terms of distance and number. 

Meetings for the rest of the year 

I then went on to outline the meetings yet to come this year: 

• October 9th: Gardeners’ Question Time: Questions to Jacquie by 30th September 

• November 13th: Jos Mawdsley of Fleurs d’Aubeterre talking on the worldwide 

movement for smaller ‘cut flower’ nurseries 

• December: Special Wreath Making Workshop with Mel 3
rd
 and/or 5

th
  

• December 11th: Christmas Party, venue tbc 

Special reminder 

I also reminded members that we still need photos for our ‘Naked Gardeners’ Calendar’ – as 

only 4 months had so far been covered (or uncovered!). Photos of around 4mb to be sent to 

Jacquie, please. 

September – the ‘Show, Tell, Smell and Taste’ meeting 

In spite of a smaller turnout than usual, our ‘Show, Tell, Smell and Taste’ day was certainly a 

testimony to the talents of our members, despite many having found this summer a difficult 

growing time.  

Each member who had brought along something to show, told us about his or her year’s efforts 

in the garden, including the problems of growing in a hot and increasingly changing climate. 

Nevertheless, we were amazed and delighted by the successes demonstrated in the produce 

brought along. Talks of freezers full of veggies, in all shapes and forms, for the winter months 

had us hoping for lunch invitations! Having attended both the Vegetable and Rose Group 

meetings that same week, I was already aware of the skills of our members, and tasting some of 

the goodies present sealed my view. 

  



  



 

Following this session, lunch, as always, was the icing on the cake – almost literally, as we 

enjoyed another of our superb bring and share meals. 

October event 

I’m looking forward to our October meeting and the ‘Gardeners’ Question Time’, which we’ve 

brought back by popular request after the success of the one we had in February. I hope that 

you have many and varied questions, which our panel will research in advance and try to 

answer. 

In the meantime and, as you reflect on your year’s achievements, don’t forget to take time to 

enjoy your garden during this month, when temperatures are lower but some days are still 

sunny. 

Happy Gardening 

Ian 


