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Firstly, a big thank you to Pauline for hosting this month’s meeting and providing us with a 

superb afternoon tea and to Alison who stepped in to chair the meeting in Peter’s absence. 

Greatly appreciated. 

 

FEEDBACK: SUCCESSES AND FAILURES 

Ann: has a plain garden with some raised beds, which are very open and hot.  She planted 

tomatoes very successfully but unfortunately, they suffered Blossom End Rot, which can be cut 

away to enable you to eat them. However, peppers and Aubergines were good. 

Pauline: had a very good crop of tomatoes; aubergines were good but small. 

Cathy: explained they have not grown any crops this year, because only just moved here.  It is 

a new garden, and they are looking to develop it so maybe more news in the Spring! 

Carelle:  

Her list is impressive ~ 

Tomatoes - Very successful especially the variety - 

Cornabel.  

White courgettes - Very good crop. 

Beetroot - Very good. 

Lemon grass - growing well in pots. 

Padron Peppers - Excellent. 

Butternut squash - 20 fruits from 3 plants.  

Leeks and Tuscan Cavolo Nero doing very well. 

Basil and Parsley, which was planted in May in pots, is 

growing well. Her raspberries have continually fruited 

since May and are still fruiting. 

A special offer : Carelle is happy to give some of her raspberry canes to Members, if they care 

to go and dig them up, by prior arrangement. 

 

Liz: She buys most of her plants from the plant nurseries Condemine and Constantine - she 

finds it difficult to grow much from seed because she is to and fro a lot from the U.K. but she 

did grow peas and beans from seed. Her tomatoes and cucumbers were very good (lots of 

cucumbers from 2 plants) - and still producing. Beetroot and perpetual spinach have been 

excellent, sweetcorn tasty but shorter cobs than usual. Runner beans didn’t like the heat - the 

flowers fell off so there weren’t many beans. Broad beans and courgettes were poor and sweet 

peppers only had one pepper per plant. Leeks are still very thin. Potatoes were smaller than 

usual. 
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Joy: 

Had noticed all her crops were much smaller 

this year. Tomatoes in particular, are plentiful 

and the haricot beans started off well, but 

frazzled in the heat. 

Charlotte potatoes were good, but smaller. 

Courgettes not so good. 

Leeks, Spinach and Kale all doing well. 

 

Ian: grows mainly flowers and fruit and his fruit trees have all cropped so well this year. 

Unfortunately, one of the 3 Cherry trees turned up its toes and died after flowering.  A mystery 

as to why! 

Clare’s list: ~ Tomatoes, Chard, Cucumber, Aubergine and Peppers (red/yellow and black) are 

all doing very well. 

Strawberries and beans good but Squash very poor. 

Okra – super and Chilli - fantastic. 

An English variety of Rhubarb has been brilliant. 

 

Barbara: is in the process of deciding where to move her polytunnel, as it is in full sun at the 

moment. The Squash, Melon (Charente & Water) Sweet Potatoes all grown in the Polytunnel 

have all done well, but much smaller. 

Cucumbers - not good, turned yellow and curled up, tasted bitter, and Peas & Beans - poor. 

Chard - doing well in a tub. Her Fruit bushes all doing/done well with good Rhubarb crop. 

 

Gilly and Peter’s list of results ~ Onions/Shallots/Garlic and Tomatoes have done 

exceptionally well. Cucumbers - quite good but Courgettes - dreadful. 

Potatoes (Agata & King Edward) were small but Squash & Pumpkins - a large crop. 

Beetroot - very good (planted in full shade). 

Basil - masses, Parsley - fair. Broad beans - good.  

Sadly, Runner beans & Carrots - total failure. 

However, an abundance of Apples and Cherries. 

 

Val & John’s list makes for delightful reading: 

Their Tomatoes & Beetroot – good, Courgettes - the Chickens ate them! 

Climbing French Beans & Haricot - no good and the Cucumbers - very poor. 

Pepper (black) – fair, Chilli & Basil both doing very well in the greenhouse. 

An Avocado stone had self-seeded itself in the compost and is thriving! 

 

LESSONS LEARNED 

Discussion on how much watering to do with it being such a hot summer. General feeling is to 

water as often as possible and within the allowance of any watering restrictions. You can check 

with your local mayor if there are any restrictions in your area. 

 

PLANS FOR THE AUTUMN 

General discussion about what to plant during autumn/winter, most people plant onions, garlic 

and brassicas. Peas were mentioned so that you get an earlier crop in the springtime. 
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NEW VARIETIES 

Carelle tried (on Meryl’s recommendation) Courgette 

Blanche with great success - good flavour with a thinner 

skin. 

 

2026 NEXT MEETING to be arranged on a Monday at 

the end of March/beginning of April, to be confirmed. 

 

 

 

All in all, a 

challenging year 

with some success 

but a fantastic year 

for fruit. 


