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“It was a lovely day out yesterday we both enjoyed it immensely.”

“What a successful day! Two beautiful and completely contrasting gardens. | loved
them and am now full of inspiration.”

“Just to say “thank you” for organising today’s trip and for sharing the invitation. | have
come back feeling quite inspired.”

Just some of the feedback we’ve received for the coach trip on Thursday 10*" and they
reflect what we all felt about the day.

Le Jardin d’Eau, which we visited in the morning, was
indeed inspiring. There were ponds, etangs and lakes
galore, plus a feature | Rt ; :
hadn’t seen before, which o
was the aquatic maze - a
maze in the form of a
raised walkway,
surrounded by water,
densely planted with
water lilies, lotusin a
myriad of colour, and

el various other aquatic
plants, all looking luxurious and exotic. The cascades,
only completed in 2024,

were impressive and fun, as you could walk behind them!
The gardens, only begun in 1999, were thoughtfully
planned and laid out, well sighposted and labelled, with
usefully
placed
photos of
their
creation.
The only
thing
missing

was a

decent café, we thought, as we queued
for the lady to produce our coffees from a dolce gusto type machine, one at a time!



Les Jardins de Marqueyssac offered us
several possibilities for lunch and
sitting on the café’s misted terrace
overlooking Marqueyssac’s own
chateau as well as the chateaux of
Castelnaud, Beynac and Fayrac, lunch
was a hugely enjoyable experience.
The gardens themselves are an
interesting combination of formal
gardens and natural landscapes with

spectacular views, enjoyed on a variety
of different walks to suit all ages and mobility. An ice cream plus afternoon teawas a
necessity after such a warm afternoon.

Thanks to all who helped to make this outing a success, and especial thanks to Jacquie
and Mel who organised the coach, the entries to the gardens and coordinated our
efforts to get enough people together to make the trip viable.

In the end, we only had 29 people in our
37-seater coach. Of those, only 15 were
IGC members with 14 being guests. This
was a disappointing take-up and has
resulted in the IGC making a loss of
144.10 euros. At our first meeting in
September, the committee will discuss
the outing and loqk at ways of offering

somethingin 2026 which might be more appealing. |
intend to send out a questionnaire to everyone
beforehand in order to find out what best would suit
your needs for future trips. | would be grateful if you
could keep an eye open for this and do your best to

reply.

I do hope that you have been coping with the heat and
that you’re not feeling too hopeless about gardening in
this climate of ours! We’ll be surprised, as we often are,
by how resilient some of our plants are when they
return next year.

In the meantime, make time to put your feet up in the

garden in the shade of course, and enjoy the fruits of your happy gardening.
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