
A really topical meeting was held on 
September 9 th 2025 at the home of Liz 
Oaten. 
We had a very interesting discussion on 
roses that maybe suitable for our 
dry/drought climate in our part of France.  
 
Persian/Persica roses are thought to be 
very adaptable, and the following are 
considered a popular choice. Arctic Blue, 
Eye of the Tiger, and Lemon Fizz illustrated 

below. Whilst Orange Freedom is not a Persica rose it is also recommended. These are available 
from Trevor White Roses     https://www.trevorwhiteroses.co.uk/ 
 
NOTE : The Rosa Persica derived from a native of Iran and Afghanistan. This thin, prickly shrub is 
considered a weed of cultivated soil and is collected as firewood. 
Other popular choices are the 20ft rambler American Pillar a very vigorous deep pink specimen 
also Babylon Ice. 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Other roses discussed 
included Rosa Hansa which is 
also suited to our dry calcaire 
environment.  
The Andre Eve website has a 
good selection of rose also 
suitable https://www.roses-
andre-eve.com/ . 
 

 

FEEDING ROSES. 
Roses should be fed regularly using a rose fertilizer. Toprose (UK), blood fish and 
bonemeal and mycorrhizal fungi were well recommended. 
Mel mentioned Rosiers de Montbron https://www.facebook.com/people/Les-
Rosiers-de-Montbron/ who have a large selection of roses available (variety 
availability to follow). 
OUR OWN ROSES 
We had a few roses on the table to discuss. 

Nevelee had ‘Pacific dream’ a beautiful deep purple flower, disease resistant and early 
flowering. ‘Love Song’ deep pink also resistant to disease both are shrub roses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carelle gave us a David Austin shrub Warm Wishes, Belle de Londres climber from a cutting that 
flowers all summer. Ivor's Rose - a Peter Beale shrub, Bathsheba a short climber and finally a 
beautiful ‘For your Eyes Only’.  
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Mel and Jane (Lacey) had Aldi roses in pots one of which is a climber too tall to pick a bloom. 
Our host Liz Oaten showed us around her beautiful garden brimming with assorted colour 
perennials planted amongst 44 David Austins, Promesse de Fleur, Andre Eve roses. Also a lovely 
gazebo under a cloak of David Austin specimens. 
Jan brought along a very pretty scented rose in a pot, unfortunately she hasn't a label! We all 
know that feeling! She is looking for ideas for a climbing roses to cover a tall archway. 
Suggestions were the Albrighton Rambler and Generous Gardener. 

 
 
 
 

Finally Ian, who has been busy as usual, creating a new bed in his garden included Pink Cloud, 
Bathsheba, and Mortimer Sackler.  



His recent purchases have included the Persian roses from Promesse de Fleur 
https://www.promessedefleurs.com/ namely ‘Babylon Eyes’, ‘Glorious Babylon Eyes, ‘Aria 
Babylon eyes’ and ‘See you’ in red.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He is now looking to plant a new rose walkway. He also brought along Tottering Gently By, Lady 
Marmalade, Art Nouveau, and Prieur de Cosme. 

A very big thank you to Liz and Cedric for stepping in to host the meeting when 
Elaine had to stand down as she was poorly - hope you are feeling better now 
Elaine. The afternoon was rounded off by a tea consisting of homemade cake, 
scones, sausage rolls and sarnies. Phew I don't think any of us had to cook that 
evening!  

 
Melanie and Jane 
 
Note : to join the next meeting please contact jane Hickey on jane.hickey1@outlook.com 
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